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The Harris Hill PTA newsletter for th

January 29, 2010 Find us on the web
http://www.harrishillpta.org

There is something for everyone in this Hotline. We hope you find it useful!
Some of the highlights:

Important Dates

e Jan 29-30- Elementary
and Jazz Solo Festival,
East Irondequoit
Middle School

e Jan 30—PHS PTSA
Fantastic Finds Sale,
9am-4pm, PHS
Cafeteria

e Feb 2— Conversation on
Education: Budget,
7pm, PHS Library

e Feb 9—BOE meeting,
7:30pm, PHS library

e Feb15-19,NO
SCHOOL

e Feb 23— Indian Landing
Roof Vote

e Feb 25-PACE Listen-
ing Post, 7-8:30pm,
Penfield Community
Center Atrium

e  Mar 2—BOE meeting,
7:30pm, PHS Library

0 Recaps of fun, recent events like the 5th grade game night.

¢ Times and dates for upcoming events and meetings not only at Harris Hill, but
also in the Penfield community.

¢ Kudos and thanks to standout students and parent volunteers who work hard to
make our school excel in so many ways.

¢ Safety and health information to help improve our lives.
0 PTA minutes to help keep you in the loop on Harris Hill happenings.

We hope you enjoy this edition of The Hotline and remember that you can contrib-
ute articles and photos by e-mailing them to thehotine@harrishillpta.org.

Enjoy your snowman making and hot cocoa drinking!
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Eileen Henwood
Danielle Struzyk

Harris Hill PTA Co-Presidents M@Wﬂ@ Mﬁ”” E’)WAHDD
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Next Hotline deadline:
February 5th -3pm
ltds easy to s

Just type up your information and
email it to:

thehotline@harrishillpta.org
Questions?

Contact Loren Refici at
thehotline@harrishillpta.org

Editors:
Donna Gattelaro-Andersen
Mary Hutteman
Paula Looman
Loren Refici
Karen Smith

Danielle Struzyk

S Mfegether Now:

ubmit an articlel!

HARRIS HILL ELEMENTARY HARRIS HILL ELEMENTARY
MISSION STATEMENT VISION STATEMENT
Harris Hill is an open school where The students of Harris Hill
passionate professionals embrace our Elementary will be critical thinkers,
community by teaching students to readers, and writers. They will be
responsibility and respect for all. leaders and learners in middle school
The Harris Hill family promotes and beyond.
lifelong learning.
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From the desk of Mr. Nel soné
Please visit the Harris Hill website for newsletters and podcasts

http://www.penfield.edu/HarrisHill.cfm?subpage=194434

Walk the Talk

| am so pleased to announce Harris Hill Elementary School worked together to raise $331 from our
Bottle and Can Drive to help ease medical costs for Novalie Nguyen, a Cobbles student with an extreme
medical condition. Congratulations to the Fifth Graders, as they worked together to walk the talk and do-
nated 19 bags full of bottles and cans! Great Job! Thank you to all Harris Hill Elementary students, parents,
and staff for making this possible! You all did a wonderful thing and showed how we all can come together
as a community to Walk the Talk!

Stina Graves, Michelle Woodside, Lori Kocher, Michelle Smith, and local Team Novalie member,
Kristen Leete —walked the talkIl by collecting
huge help and | would like to extend my gratitude for all their hard work and dedication to this cause.

Bottles and cans will continue to be accepted to help raise funds for Novalie at EZ Bottle and Can

a |

Return on Fairport Road, i n Fairport (diagonal |\
ing your refundable bottles and cans to CotaNov

Ccosts.

Our next exciting project for Walk the Talk is going to be a Senior Tea/Coffee Hour with the Seniors
living at Legacy Senior Living Community at Willow Pond. We are looking for families who are willing to
donate about an hour of their time, on an upcoming weekend afternoon, to spend with local seniors. The
date will be announced in the very near future. If you are interested in Walking the Talk in our community
with your family, and spreading some cheer to a local Senior in the process, please contact Stacey Snyder at
bowsersnyder@gmail.com or 315-986-5712.

As always, if you have any comments or concerns feel free to contact me anytime!

Thanks a lot, Stacey Snyder
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Hotline...Online

You can access the current and prior editions of the Hotline at the Harris Hill PTA website at
www.harrishillpta.org. Subscribe to the E-ma i | l i st to receive the H
newsletter or podcast, as well as any important PTA announcements that occur between issues of the
Hotline.

Directions for Subscribing to Harris Hill PTA E-Mail List:

1. Log onto www.harrishillpta.org
2. Click on tab at left hand side: Subscribe to HHPTA E-Mail List
3. Enter your email address and follow directions on screen
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Please join us for our upcoming Conversations on '
Education series. These community meetings will be
held from 7 to 8:30 pm in the Penfield High School

Library: BINGO NIGHT will be held on

Friday, April 30 t | from 6:30pm I

Tuesday, Feb. 2nd - Conversation on Education: | © 8:30pm! Make sure to mark
Budget your calendars and save the date

for some fabulous family fun!

Tuesday, March 9th - Conversation on Education: | Hope to see you there!
Facilities Update

This is your opportunity If you would like to help out at

to learn more about these | this event, either behind the
important topics and pro- | Scenes or with a more active G
vide your input to the role, please contact Stacey Sny-
Board and district ad- | der at bowsersnyder@gmail.com.

ministration. We hope to
see you there!

From Penfield PACEE€.

PACE Listening Posts
= Glass atrium of the Penfield Rec Center/Penfield Library on Baird Road
Thursday, February 25 Thursday, March 25

No agenda, no speakers. Members of the PACE Steering Committee will listen, answer your questions,
. discuss topics related to challenge, take your feedback and help you as best we can. Come anytime between
: 7pm and 8:30pm.

PACE thanks the many Penfield staff members who spoke and answered questions at the January 6" PACE
: program.

Penfield PACE, Parents Advocating for Challenge in Education
Web page  www.penfield.edu/departments.cfm?subpage=44821
Email PenfieldPACE@rochester.rr.com

Confidentiality Statement

As we enter Harris Hill School as volunteers and employees, we will remember to respect the privacy of our
children, their families and each other. All that we hear, see or read will remain confidential.
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The Music Department would like share the latest news with the
Harris Hill family as they honor the following
0Outstanding Music Ensemble Studentsd for

’" &

.,:: VL. |

Jon Lazeroff o for Senior Band
Katrina Saylor & for Junior Band
Samantha Hutteman o for Fifth Grade Chorus
Jenna Maurer 0 for Fourth Grade Chorus
Ethan Husband & for Fourth Grade Orchestra
Katie Campbell & for Fifth Grade Orchestra

These students consistently demonstrate integrity, persistence,
a high work ethic and serve as role models for their peers.
Missing from the photograph is Miss Jenna Maurer,
OOut standing Fourth Grade Chor al St

CONGRATULATIONS, MUSICIANS!

Show that school spirit!

Penfield Patriots Cheerleading has openings.

Registration for new cheerleaders for the upcoming 2010 season will be held on

February 27 from 8:00 AM- 11:00AM, in the main conference room of the Penfield Com-
munity Center.
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS AT PENFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY

Programs are sponsored by the Friends of the Penfield Public Library. Programs are free, but registration is
required. You can register online at www.penfieldlibrary.org, or call 340-8720.

VALENTINE PARTY for CHILD AND DAD
J (or other favorite male adult)
Saturday, February 13
11:00 AM1T 12:00 PM
For children in grades kindergarteni 5", accompanied by an adult

You and your special guest ®Weéellndetedate an
make a valentine craft, and enjoy other fun activities. REGISTRATION begins Friday, January 29.

STUFFED ANIMAL PET SHOW C@"@
Tuesday, February 16 (22\_)2\
11:00 AM1 12:00 PM f ‘>
For ages 3 8, accompanied by an adult d( » @
Bring your favorite stuffed animal to the library for our seventh annual stuffed pet @;}.C
show! We " | | have |l ots of fun with pet ci LS a i

award! Please bring one stuffed animal per child.
REGISTRATION begins Tuesday, February 2.

Y ake

t ac

Harris Hill PTA Bylaws Committee

Needs 3 volunteers from its membership

Every three years Harris Hill PTA has the important task of reviewing our
bylaws. Our bylaws explain the structure and procedures of our PTA. We
need 3 volunteers from our membership to join 3 volunteers from the PTA
Board to help review our current bylaws to see if any changes should be rec-
ommended. The Bylaws Committee needs to present the new bylaws to the membership at an upcoming
PTA meeting so that it can then be voted on at a following meeting. We would like to get this done as soon
as possible. This task should take no more than 3 meetings scheduled at the convenience of its members.
We would like to have the Bylaws Committee in place by February.

If you can help, please contact Danielle Struzyk, mstruzyk@rochester.rr.com

Save the Date

L4
orz‘d”zl It may be cold outside but that hasn’
47‘('/ Pl ease mark your calendars for these
A
May 8 — Mother/Son Event May 21 — Father/Daughter Dance

June 5 — Red Wings Night June 11 —Fifth Grade Bash

t st
upco


mailto:mstruzyk@rochester.rr.com
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Notes from the Nurseds Off

Dear Parents,

Now that the winter is in full gear and the holiday season has passed we all want to have a happy and safe New Year.
There has been much talk in the news recently regarding tragedies that have occurred and could have been prevented if
smoke detectors or carbon monoxide detectors were in place. Here are some safety tips as well as signs and symptoms
to be aware of to keep you and your family safe.

Simply put, smoke detectors save lives. Smoke is sneaky. It is silent and contains poisonous gases. You cannot smell
it when you are asleep. Smoke gets hot very fast. Fire spreads quickly, and smoke detectors provide you with the
warning to give you time to get out.

So how can you protect yourself and your family? Be prepared! There are three simple
steps to take now before fire strikes.

o First, install smoke detectors on all levels of your home.

o Second, test them monthly to make sure they are working. Make sure the batteries are
in working order. Push the "test" button so everyone in the home knows the sound of

the alarm. Dan‘erl

o Thirdly, plan and practice fire drills in your home.

Just as smoke is silent, so is carbon monoxide. Carbon monoxide is an odorless, colorless gas that can cause sudden
death and illness. Carbon monoxide poisoning occurs because blood cells pick up carbon monoxide more quickly than
they pick up oxygen. If there is a lot of carbon monoxide in the air, the body may replace oxygen in the blood with
carbon monoxide. This blocks oxygen from circulating throughout the body which can damage tissues and result in
death.

What causes the build up of carbon monoxide in your home? Carbon monoxide is produced whenever any fuel is
burned. If appliances are working properly, the amount produced is not hazardous. However, if appliances are not
working properly or are used incorrectly, dangerous levels of carbon monoxide can build up. In addition, if cars are
left idling in the garage (whether the doors are open or closed) and the garage is attached to your home, carbon monox-
ide can seep in under the door and accumulate.

There are several ways to protect yourself and your family. First and foremost, make sure you have carbon monoxide
detectors on each level of your home. Make sure all fuel burning appliances as well as fireplaces and wood stoves are
inspected annually. Be aware of the signs and symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning. They include
mild symptoms such as shortness of breath, mild nausea and mild headaches. At moderate levels you may experience
severe headaches, dizziness, mental confusion, nausea and faintness. Many of theses symptoms mimic those of the flu,
food poisoning or illness. Think carbon monoxide poisoning if several family members develop similar symptoms in a
short period of time. It is always wise to play it safe.

What do you do if you think you have symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning or if your carbon monoxide detectors
go off? Quickly, open doors and windows, and leave the house. After exiting your home you should call 911.

It is not my goal to alarm you but to make you aware of hazards that are lurking in your home and can be avoided. |
hope these tips are helpful and keep you safe throughout the year.

I would like to wish you all a happy, healthy, and safe New Year.

Kathy Richards, RN
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The Penfield High School Dance Team presents their
5t Annual

DANCE SHOWCASE

A show consisting of dance performances by the PHS Dance Team, Bay Trail
Select Dance Team, ballroom dancers, Irish dancers, and more!

All proceeds from
this event will sup-
port the team's
participation in  the
U.S. Dance Cham-
pionships being
held this March in
New York City.

Saturday, February 27th
7:00 p.m.
Cobbles Elementary School
140 Gebhardt Road

Admission: $5 - For more information on tickets e -mail us at

penfield.dance.team@gmail.com.


http://us.mc300.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=penfield.dance.team@gmail.com
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DalSV

iDai sy Garden Clubo Adult & Me Program will be held |

Daisy Girl Scouts is the name of the program level open to all Kindergartenersand 1gr ade gi r | s.
learn about the Girl Scout Promise as well as the character building values found in the Girl Scout Law.

This Daisy Garden Club is a 4-week adult and me program designed to introduce not currently registered
girls and their parents to Girl Scouting in a way which is fun and memorable for all who participate.

The programwillbe heldatSt . Josephdés School , Rand2s" IMacmd"Brellr"uar y
- from 6:307 7:30 pm.

An adult with each girl must stay and play for each session.

Fees for the program are $12 GSUSA 2009-2010 annual membership & $10 for the program. If you are
paying by check, please bring two.

For more information or to RSVP, please contact Kim McDonald, Recruitment Manager at the Girl Scouts of
Western New York at 239-7951 or Kim.mcdonald@gswny.org.

Oh, The Things You Will Read ‘

Wow—-can Harris Hildl read! ! The minut ~ flyi

Noon on Monday, February 1 is the end of the first month!! We are hoping to announce -
our hex winners on Tuesday February2™@... so pl ease turn in pr o

Pl ease remember that you can either submit the ¢
and enter your minutes on our new reading website!! http://sites.google.com/site/harrishillreads. When you

enter your minutes online, you get an immediate status report of how your hex is doing compared to others!!
(We’ll add in the paper reports weekly.) Lost ¢
on the website.

The website has updated pages .. i v f o
for IF they get the most minutes!!

Kudos to Julie Heidman, Diana Zielinksi, Deborah Husted, Mary Ann Ogden,
Christina Graves and Marie Cinti for being Month 1 Cluster Talliers. We
could use you for Months 2 and 3!! Please email the committee at harrishill-
reads@gmail.com to help out!

Keep on reading Harris Hill!

Your Reading Program Committee


http://sites.google.com/site/harrishillreads
mailto:harrishillreads@gmail.com
mailto:harrishillreads@gmail.com
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Hold the Date!!

Fantastic Finds $ale

Penfield High Sch
Five Mile Line Road

Saturday, January 30, 2010
9AM - 4PM

Please Drop off your gently used Donations:

Household items, electronics, tools, media, books, games,
clothing, sports equip., etc.
(please no hazardous materials, stuffed toys, pillows, etc.) ~
All tax deductible!! & 100% for our students!!

January 28" 2-9PM
January 29" 12-4PM

(Drop off ~ Penfield High School Loading Dock)
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¢ifth 6rade Game Nigh,

Our fifth graders had a great time together on Friday, January 22nd, for their Game Night. The evening was
full of fun and games with their friends, with a few minutes for refreshments scattered throughout! They en-

Thanks go out to the many volunteers who made such a special evening possible: Andy and Ben Anderson,
Jackson Smith, Beth Rogers, Angie Farrell, Kelly Gibbs, Deborah Lowenstein, Amy Maring, Stephanie Zim-
merman, Kristin Hewitt, Helen Blondin, Patty Linares, Joanna Ricci, Suzanne Talarczyk, Lori Kocher, Col-
leen Havranek, Ellen Fox, Lynn lannone, Rhonda Rossman, Liz McLean, Carol Ventura, Dianne Curry,
Patty Ziehl, Tammy Marini, Diane Shutter, Teresa Johnston, Allana Lazeroff, Nicole Donnelly, Michelle
Miller, Mary Hutteman, Lori DeJesus, Laura Seppala, Christy French, Marcia Vick and Carol Moriarty. An-
other round of thanks go to Marc Nelson and the Main Office, the Fifth Grade Team, and the kitchen and
janitorial staff for all their help and support.

As you can see the fifth graders were sporting
thanks go out to the PTA for their financial support, as well as to Diane Fitzgerald-Harris for creating our
design and Chris Martins of the Cooley Group for the eye-catching shirts.

We look forward to many more fifth grade events throughout the rest of the school year!
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RESOLVED TO QUIT SMOKINGZ

YOUYRE NOTI nAfLa@NE .i td8s in the top 10 r
after year. So, do it this yearéfor your
and for your family. (Letdos face it, your
do)!

Did you know that a pack a day smoker spends over $1600 a year on cigarettes?
That could be the new flat-screen TV that you could reward yourself with at the end
of the year if you just throw that cigarette money in a jar instead of buying that next
pack!

Il f youdbve tried to quit in the past and f
there, either. On average, smokers try about 45 times before they quit for good.

So, hereds to your health and to your f an
try, and be a part in bumping that resolution out of the top 10. There are plenty of
others waiting in line to get that spot!!

Here are some resources

, QUITNET

2) mytimetoquit.com

3) 1-866-NYQuits

4) 1-800-QUIT -NOW (1-800-784-8669); TTY 1800-332-8615.
5) Whyquit.com

6) American Lung Association (www.lungusa.org )

7) American Cancer Society (vww.cancer.orq)

For more information, contact Diane Maring, Prevention Counselor, Delphi Drug
and Alcohol Council, 249-6500 x8544.


http://www.lungusa.org/
http://www.cancer.org/
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FAIRPGFHRINTON PRESCRIPTION DRUG D

Presented by
Fairport-Perinton Chemical Prevention Advisory Council

In cooperation with the Fairport Police Department and
Church of the Assumption Health Ministry

What 6s i n your medicine cabi

Teens are abusing prescription drugs found at home.

Prescription drug abuse is on the rise. Medications left over from prior surgery or pills on a nightstand are

common in many households. Everyday 2,500 young people ages 12 to 17 try a painkiller for the first time.
Fairport’s 2009 Youth Risk Behavi-b2rand8studensin dat a
grades 7-8 took a drug prescribed for someone else to get high—some on many occasions.

How can you help protect our youth?

The federal government has guidelines for disposing prescription drugs that may help curb drug abuse, acci-
dental overdose, and protect U.S. water sources.

« Do not flush unused medications down the toilet or drain as chemicals may pollute the water
supply.
« Help our community and youth by properly disposing of old/unused prescriptions.

e First Wednesday of each month: January 6, February 3, March 3, April 7, May
WH El]] 5, June 2 and July 7

e 10AMtolPM

e Fairport Police Department (223-1740), 31 S. Main Street, Fairport

WHERE e Front or back door

e Put unused prescription medication in a plastic bag. Please put needles in a
HOW separate bag for safe handling.

e Be sure the name of the drug is still on bottle
e Remove personal information if you desire, however, it is not necessary
e Bring to Fairport Police Department during drop off times

Visit our website, www.fairport.org/parents for more information on CPAC/drug issues/prevention; or call
Debra Tandoi, Co-chair, CPAC, 697-1817

O
o Mg,
{ ‘umh: v}'. . . %
Assumption :Q o “V“

w1 ®hy  HEALTHY YOUTH

. Fairport -Perinton, NY .
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Attention all Special Ed. Parents: an

X

7% Challenger Baseball Survey

What is a Challenger Baseball League?

It is a baseball league that enables boys and girls with physical and mental challenges, ages 5-18, or up to age 22 if still en-
rolled in high school to enjoy the game of baseball. Teams are set up according to abilities, rather than age, and can include
as many as 15-20 players. Challenger games can be played as t-ball games, coach pitch, player pitch or a combination of
the three.

Why are we asking?

Penfield Little League and SEPTA (Special Ed. PTA) are in the discovery process to see if there is an interest in forming a

Penfield Challenger Baseball league. Your input is invaluable.

Does your child currently participate in any recreation activities? If so, which ones?

Would your child participate in a Challenger Baseball League if one were available in Penfield?

What age(s) is your special ed student?

Thank you for taking the time to fill out this survey. Feel free to add any additional comments on the back of this page.

Please return form to Linda Dengal, Social Worker: Indian Landing & Hatrris Hill by Feb. 22, 2010

For more information regarding this survey contact Christa Knaak,

Penfield SEPTA President @ moonb15320@aol.com.

SEPTA Meeting location change for the remainder of the school year:

All SEPTA meetings will be held at 7pm in the Bay Trail library starting January 25th.
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Harris Hill PTA Meeting T January 20, 2010
Preliminary Meeting Notes

Number present 14

Officers present Danielle Struzyk, Eileen Henwood, Monica Argento, Kay Hubbard, Sue Thoen
Meeting called to order. 7:03 pm

Welcome and Introductions

Secr et ar yBaselleBeupyb r t

e November meeting notes voted in

Treasur e r BlaicaRmgnto r t
e GM Box Tops checks in
e LifeTouch came in
e A $100 request from 3" grade for Barter Day for Egypt unit, which is a new event, was approved

Board Report- Karin Wilson
e Update on construction, most construction done in January
e Budget process is beginning, see calendar on website for more information. Waiting for the state in order to continue.

e  Opportunities for public input by attending meetings, sending emails, or writing letters. Please bring concerns to the
Board to be addressed.

PrincipatMasNeRmport
e  State assessments moved to May, social studies assessments in fall went very well
«  New school song — 5™ grade submission to the tune of Notre Dame fight song

o New school mascot- the Harris Hill Hound, we do have a costume so any parent volunteers to wear it at pep rallies would
be welcome

e Student connection team came in the day after the earthquake in Haiti to generate help.

Teacher 63oani&Sqman t
o 5" graders engineer day- thank you to PTA for supporting it and thank you to Mr. Nelson for dedicating a day to it.

Pr esi dent[HadelleBtupylo r t

e Bylaws need to be updated, and a committee is being formed of some PTA board members and some parents. Anyone
interested in joining the committee please contact Danielle Struzyk.

o The Walk the Talk can drive for Novalie has raised $297 at last count, which may go up as cash is still being counted. 5™
grade won with 19 bags, and are having an ice cream party to celebrate. Cans may still be donated at the EZ Bottle and
Can Return on 31F in Fairport (diagonally across from
all donations will go towards Novalie’'s medical <costs.

e Senior Tea will most likely be the last weekend in February, but could be moved to April. There will be a coffee hour
with 30 seniors at Atria and we are looking for families who would like to sit, read books, and play the Wii with the sen-
iors.
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Harris Hill PTA Meeting T January 20, 2010

Preliminary Meeting Notes
(Continued)

e Playground update- PTA involvement in playground in question due to insurance and liability concerns, as instructed by
PTA insurance company. Eileen Henwood and Danielle Struzyk met with Mr. Nelson and have been researching many
avenues to determine whether or not there is a way for PTA to be involved in this process. The three will meet with Mark
Sansouci to try to get more information on the process. The PTA wants to support the playground committee in whatever
capacity we can, as all agree it is an important issue.

Kids Miracle Making Club - Patti Mady and Steve Pellow

o Started in Penfield as a community service to help less fortunate kids

e For kids aged 5-12 in a service learning effort to help others. First, ask what do you want to be when you grow up, or
what are your interests. Second, learn skill of interest. Third, use that skill to help others.

e 80 members throughout Monroe County, most in Penfield

o Looking for parents to get children involved, looking for volunteers, and looking to get the word out about Kids Miracle
Making Club

e No fee for membership
e Parent Academy or Walk the Talk as possible partners for KMMC
o  Kids build a skill in order to help others, but it also is useful for their own future

Reading Program Joelle Maurer
e Reading program kicked off last week
o Kids have voted on their cluster prizes
e There have been some issues with online submission page that are being addressed

Meeting ended 8:40 pm




